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Syria and Conversion, 


TO OUR READERS. 


In finding the term * Fortnightly Periodical” restored to | 
the title page, our readers will infer, that the difficulties which | 


have hitherto clouded our future, are yielding to brighter 
prospects; that our ** Voice,” * still and small,” though it be, 
must have somewhat roused the slumbering spirit of our people. 


We cheerfully acknowledge, that indications are perceptible 


of a disposition to accord the aid and countenance which our 
object claims ; and if we once more take the field single handed, 
it is with the confidence, that the powerful* are gathering 
to our succour. We are told, that our ‘ last address was 
dispirited,” it at least bespoke determination ; and is it not to the 
certainty, that the work will be done, that we shall owe the 
opportunity of having it well done ?—This allusion to our 
fellow labourers reminds us, that an inconsiderate dash of the 
pen, in our last, did a wrong to the two friends in need, whom 
we have hitherto marshalled” as our forces.’ It is for- 


_ tunate for us, that while their *‘ quality ’’ needs not our humble 


tribute, their disinterested devotion to a good cause is too 
genuine to be affected by a disparagement, neither intended 
nor deserved. 

_ Subscribers continue to send in their names, but the incon- 
siderable number who answered our first appeal, led to our being 
discharged by the distributor. The only Subscribers, therefore, 
with whom we shall in future be able to maintain our imme- 
diate connexion, will be, the contributors of an annual guinea 
towards the accomplishment of this undertaking; it being 
understood, that the most promising estimate computes our 
expenditure at nearly double our contemplated income from 
a two-penny sheet. We are urged to raise the price, and feel 
really loth to do so, in any one instance. ‘Those of our 
London brethren, who have ordered the papers to be sent in 
regularly, either through ourselves, or through Emanuel Levy, 
14, Middlesex Street, and 34, Norton Folgate, will have them 
delivered by him on the day of publication, at two-pence. 
Our arrangements are with Mr. Levy, personally, for the whole 
number which his list, now or hereafter, may contain; the 
money will be due to him therefore, and no responsibility or 


* Sir Moses Montefiore, Baron Rothschild, and others. 
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obHgation, whether as to manner and time of delivery or 
otherwise, will pertain to us henceforward, 


less than 30 copies of each number for members of their own 

community, and paying in advance two-pence each, without 
deduction, the papers will be issued from the printing office, 
(Varty’s, Camomile Street), But so far as the sale the 
country is concerned, we find ourselves compelled to yield to the 
ordinary regulations of the book trade, No, 4, will therefore 
be published, on the 12th of November, by Steil, Paternoster 
Row, and ‘*‘ may be had of all booksellers,” which signifies, 
that any body soever may obtain it in almost any part of the 
world, at the published price, by merely instructing the nearest 
respectable bookseller to obtain it of Mr. Steill. 

Our friends; with the exceptions above given, will therefore 
please to order No. 4, or any preceding or following number, in 
the manner just described. It will only be in unavoidable 
circumstances that the price to non-subscribers will be raised to 
three pence. This rise, if inevitable, will give the less dissa- 
tisfaction, when it is considered that all who get 1t now by post, 
or special parcel, pay at least three pence: and that the un- 
swerving, and not unreasonable rule of the book trade takes 
from us one-third the price, | oy 


Irregular Delivery of the past numbers should give no 
offence after this minute explanation. Of our country friends, 
specially, we claim indulgence ; had we permitted ourselves to 
engage to pack up small numbers and keep small accounts,t 
the fagging we have had would have rendered it impossible. 
Few know the labour of the luckless wight who 1s left, not only 
to write a newspaper, but to sell it too. We find that it will be 
necessary to employ a sub-editor. The experience, the qualifi- 
cations, the acquaintance with other languages, &c., which any 
candidate for the office may possess, with his terms also, must be 
stated by letter only, addressed under cover, to our Printer. 
We decline all personal interviews, except such as we shall 
invite from the applicants. 


+ We would suggest Postage Stamps as a ready means of remitting to 
| us any small amounts now due. 


For Jewish Congregations in the Provinces, taking not: 
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with a proud satisfaction the 


tion to all civilisation. 


JUDAISM IN GERMANY SINCE THE TIME OF 
MENDELSSOHN. 
(AN HISTORICAL SKETCH. ) 

To facilitate the review proposed, we shall subdivide the 
cighty years, concerning which we treat, Into four periods, 
beginning with 1760, beyond which the influence of Mendels- 
sohn cannot. be traced. The grounds for these subdivisions 
will become manifest in the progress of the review. The first 
period is from 1760 to 1786; the second from 1786 to 1814; 
the third from 1814 to about 1830; and the fourth from 1800 
to the present date. 


1760, To tuk Deatu or MENDELSSOHN, 
IN 1786. 
When this great philosopher first became distinguished, 


all movements having their impulses without the synagogue. 


7 arned by the fact how easy it was for those who had become 


avsociated with European civilisation to become also estranged 
trom her, the synagogue adopted the ready conclusion, that 
these refinements were incompatible with her own influences. 


not, hesitate ; indeed, such was naturally the opinion entertained 
by the Christian also, who, regarding Christianity as the sole 


looked upon as the enemies ot all progress. 
though not the greatest merit of Mendelssohn, to have de- 
stroyed this illusion, to have broken down the fence. Struck 
with astonishment, the Christian world beheld a man emerging 
from a people deemed incapable of improvement, a zealous 
defender of his religious system, and a scrupulous observer of 
its peculiar requirements, enforce his claim to admission into 
the first rank of the genius of his time. And with no less 
astonishment did the Jewish world behold the man whom the 
most enlightened in modern civilisation hailed as their equal, 
examining the law in all its depths, adhering to its precepts, 
and justifying that adherence with a tenacity not surpassed 
by the strictest rabbi. 


channel of civilisation, despised or hated those whom he 
It was the great,” 
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estranged from it notwithstanding, 


i ontemners of that which they did 
did not fall into the same fault; 
but, shrinking from the shapeless en Jewish 
the hopeless chaos In which its eléments t re ming 
for the arrangement of which they wante = eres y me 
perseverance, were induced to contrast t 
others of a much more alluring nature, and to aban or them 
their national literature. Others, with minds of a higher order, 


reciating Judaism in its new aspect, becanie 
in their resort to Christian 


institutions, where the instruction of Christian teachers, and the 
association with Christian fellow students, produced the natura] 


results of surrounding influences on the young and ardent. 
This evil was considerably aggravated by the fact that French 
influence prevailed at this juncture in Germany. The French 


‘ed for the acquisitio 
there existed among the Jows at large the greatest aversion to. language was held to be the most approy ed q n 


of literary accomplishments. 


French views were current; 
they became the criteria of good taste and propriety, and thus 


the levity and destructive principles, which have since rendered 
this school so notorious, found their way into the minds and 


characters of the 
Compelled to choose between two evils, she did not, she could 


rising population among the German Jews, 
Mendelssohndied. The effects of these mischievous principles 
began to manifest themselves, but as these effects could but 


operate gradually, the work which had been commenced in his 


spirit still continued to produce the most salutary results. But 
from this point, the health-giving stream, as It advanced from 
its source; while it became wider, became less pure. Under 
pretence of treading in the footsteps of their great leader, and 


with the professed purpose of developing his principles, state- 


l. 


| 


ments were advanced, and inferences drawn, by his successors, 
which he never thought of, and which were altogether incom- 
patible with his great purpose. No'one conversant with what 
was written at this period, will need to be reminded, that 
Judaism was by them sought to be bereft of every thing which 


constituted its spirit, and degraded to a shallow insipid Deism. 


The illusion which their isolation had_ 


| 
| 


| 


also produced, at once disappeared, and the compatibility of | 


Judaism with civilisation was once again exemplified. In the 
consummation of his work he presented to his brethren, in- 
stead of their former jargon, a pure language, in his translations 
of the Pentateuch and other portions of the Scriptures, and 
he induced in them a more | 

reasoning by the judicious commentaries attached to his trans- 
lations, partly drawn up by himself and partly under his 
auspices. We have said that his own career was a service to 
the Jewish cause: the labours which we have just noticed 
conferreda still greater obligation; the former was a service 
rendered through him, the latter entirely by him, The power- 
ful impulse thus imparted to our national improvement took 
cilect the more speedily from the circumstance, that the humility 
and ready accessibility of our philosopher gathered round him 
clements which he developed into active auxiliaries. These 
men, inspired not by the dead letter, but by the living word, 
uot by the cold speculation, but by the warmth of a hallowed 
zeal, scattered tar and wide the fruitful seed which they had 
learned to garner up. Up to this point the merest zealot can 
find no warrant for censure: on the contrary, he must regard 


glorious period, when Judaism, 
, again proved its intimate rela- 


But we now approach anoth ri 
and here the picture is changed. 


tested by European civilisation 


Ssconp Peniop, rrom Menpetssoun’s Deatu 
To 


The influences already described produced a taste for modern 


(1786), 


science and European civilisation: many individuals, and even | 


er devotion to these pursuits, 


whole families, in their too cag 
astray. A portion of them, 


—" themselves to be le 
stead of following the course traced by Mendelssoh 

that is to say, instead of regarding the Abe 3 spaned rts 
as subordinate to that of their religious duties, and of the 
Holy Scriptures, devoted their whole 


former, to the utter exclusion of the latter, and became, 


| , } to injure the cause it is designed to serve. 
ogical and consistent habit of. 


Still; happily, the mass of the people remained free from this 
contagion, and as the mass, though sometimes wrong in judg- 
ment, are generally right in their intuitive perceptions, they felt 
forewarned of the danger to which these wanderings were ex- 
posing their creed. They resisted, therefore, these innovations, 
together with their champions, but with that kind of rude and 
ill-directed resistance so natural to the mass, which never fails 


The leaders of 
popular opinion actuated, rather by impulse than by delibera- 


tion, misconceived their true policy, which was rather to convict 


| council of Israel. The ph 


attention to the} li 


than merely to condemn; and even if desirous to convict, they 
were disqualified by a deficiency in those accomplishments which 
panty for such contests; leaving them incapable of pleading 
their own Just cause, while their adversaries brought to bear 
all that logic and subtlety could afford. Can we, therefore, 
wonder that the defenders of our ancient institutions were 
worsted wherever they ventured to encounter their adversaries ? 
Meanwhile the success of the French arms in Germany had 
facilitated favourable changes in the civil condition of the J ews, 
who not only rose to high dignities, but in the progress of events, 
by means of the wealth which they acquired, attained to consi- 
erable influence. The consequences were, a still closer inter- 
course between Jew and Christian, and a better appreciation of 
each other. The Jew, grateful for his new privileges, eager to 
shew himself worthy of them, and to cultivate the favourable 
disposition manifested towards him, sought to accomplish his 
purpose by an imitation of the manners of his new friend. But 
the dread sounds of war, which silenced all lesser clamors 
checked the general influence of these feelings though their 
manifestations here and there, could not fail to be recognised. 


A 
( To be Continued. ) 


TIE PAPERS DISCOVERED IN PALESTINE. 


Tue papers which have been tra 
| } nslated since our last pub- 
cation, contain a summary of the proceedings of a abtotial 


raseology of these papers is becoming 
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SKETCHES OF THE STATE OF THE JEWS IN ENG- 
LAND, ESPECIALLY IN LONDON, 

We have been much struck with the first ofa series of articles, 

under this title, contained in the German periodical called the 


comparatively modern, and upon the whole they exhibit so many 
features, which appear to connect them with other times, that 
we cannot doubt the collection’s forming part of an historical 
novel, having no other comiexion with the time of Joshua, than 
that the events which it works into a narrative are borrowed 
from that era. 

An anachronism, as we foretold, has at length turned up; 
one of the orators is made to quote a prayer of David, thus, 


INT Won’ Let sinvers be annihilated trom the 
earth, instead of sins, as he was reminded that the Talmud 


declares David more humanely to have prayed. <A resumé of 


the circumstances which led to this council, will usefully 
illustrate the debate which follows. It appears, that the two 
tribes and a half which were suspected of the design to set up 
an altar, contrary to law, had made that purpose appear certain, 
by publication of their intention, to offer up “ strange fire” 
upon it. ‘The ferment which naturally resulted, aggravated 
the mistrust and bitterness which were leading to open hos- 
tilities; when certain of the malcontents, ** wiser to-day than 
yesterday,’ were desirous of withdrawing the publication, and 
at length prevailed upon their fellows to demand its formal 
withdrawal. It was on this point that the contest grew hottest. 
On the one hand, it was argued, that the malcontents were 
rebels with arms in their hands; that concession in such cir- 
cumstances would be construed as weakness, and induce the 
belief that it needed but to be clamorous, and assume a bold 
front, in order to enforce concessions ;—that the rebels had 
placed themselves at disadvantage—and Phineas, the priest, 


was called upon, to be “zealous,” and to use the javelin, as | 


he had done with Zimri and Cozbi, in the time of Moses. 

This was resisted, on the other hand, on the ground that 
Zimri knew his crime and dealt presumptuously, whereas the 
present ** breaking forth” was ‘‘ bishgagah,” at least on the part 
of some, to whom a violent policy would deny. the most eligible 
opportunity of recantation; that to. permit men to deem them- 
selves persecuted was to make them hug their errors; that 
granting the malcontents were at a disadvantage, it was eversound 
policy to *‘build a bridge for a flying enemy”; that while it was 
needful to denounce a published heresy, it was both cruel and 
impolitic where no single overt act had compromised them, to 
pledge unwilling men to prospective treason. Unhappily, say 
the papers, these moderate arguments were tumultuously over- 
ruled, and so fierce and vindictive a spirit prevailed, that it 
appeared probable that a middle party would spring up, which, 

though determined to putdown rebellion at any rate, were anxious 
in the true spirit of religion to save brethren from the crime ; 
a party which, though detesting from the heart, the anarchy 
inseparable from the ‘‘ breaking forth,’’ could not necessarily 
become the ready instrument of a needless tyranny, reckless 
what fraternal bonds were riven—what domestic happiness 
destroyed. Both extremes paused at these indications of a third 
or middle party, respectable by religious zeal, station and in- 
telligence. .'The malcontents, or at least such of them as were 
honest but misguided men, grateful for even so much of kind- 
ness, kept carefully aloof in order not to embarrass the friends 
of peace ; and not only did they remain passive, but even un- 
reserved submission for “ God's peace” was hinted at, if its 
advocates might dictate the terms. As for the clamorers for 
‘war to the knife” they were staggered, and appeared disposed 
to become wise in time; they mustered their ranks and found 
how many there were whose hearts were not with Israel, though 
their hands were high; that the authority round which they 
rallied was not equal to the exigencies of such a crisis; they 
looked at the tenure upon which it was held, and they thought 
of the future; they saw, that though the middle party could 
not, and would not abandon Conservative principles, and though 
they might submit to be dragged at the heels of fanaticism, such 
was not the policy which might endure ; for the seeds of discord 
were there: that the “‘young men of Israel,” their own flesh 
and blood, were said to show signs of disaffection, and that it 
behoved them, as men who would have to answer for their own 


pest lives, to open their arms to an erring brother, and to save 
um from sin. . 


Israelitische Annalen. Many of our London readers will en- 
tertain pleasing recollections of the recent visit of the accom- 
sepenny editor Dr. J. M. Jost. Since his return to Frankfort, 

e has given to his readers the gleanings of his travels. ‘They 
bear the impress of an observant and philosophical mind. We 
like the spirit in which they are drawn up, and though we are 
known to differ from our learned contemporary in some opinions 
which he has hazarded in times past, we deem it so useful *‘ to 
sce oursels as others see us” that we offer no apology tor pre- 
senting a translation of nearly the whole of the Doctor's intro- 
ductory article, hoping ‘to derive equal instruction from the 
consecutive papers, 

He says, that a religious distinctiveness characterises all Eng- 
land. ‘The bias for defined laws and tor the firmness of purpose 
which may be traced in every relation of lite is found also in their 
religious propensities. Consequently, there is no place where 
Sectarianism 1s more frequent and confident, and Indifferentism 
at the same time more infrequent and insignificant than in this 
same country. (Part of North America has the same charac- 
teristic, but this is due to the fact, that it is the same English 
spirit which prevails there.) Here, if any one dissents from the 
established dogmas, he immediately seeks to associate himselt 
with others entertaining the like opinions, in order thus to form 
anew church. 

A middle course, between an ostensible subjection to some 
party, even in religious affairs, and the secret noncontformity of 
individuals, is too harrassing to be maintained, ‘This dislike 
of neutrality is common to the English Jew with the rest of 
his countrymen; but it is the more strongly marked from the 
circumstance, that his religious laws are so minutely prescribed 
by history and established usage, that tangible principles for 
dissent are of difficult attainment. Hence it 1s, that we find m 
the Jewish community of England, a compact unity of feeling 
and of purpose, opposed to which and its innate ne of 
endurance, the few who are non-conformists (and they are 
chiefly foreigners), almost sink into insignificance. The punc- 
tilious observance of religious requirements which is found 
there, both in the synagogue and at home, astonishes, if we are 
not mistaken, the most orthodox German. Whatever may be 
the sentiment which these peculiarities in their general bearing 
may induce in the reflecting mind, whether of profound respect 
for the independence of principle which they betoken, (a prin- 
ciple which, though the consciousness of it be weak, 1s still 
powerful in its manifestations ;) or, whether the sentiment be 
that of regret at the congealing influence in which all move- 
ment is extinct, the writer expresses himself unable to decide 
He declares his individual feeling to incline to the former senti- 
ment, notwithstanding his reverence for a truly religious prc- 
gression, and his ardent wish, that such an impulse shoubd 
operate more vigorously, and bring upon the stage more nume- 
rous representatives of genius than have yet appeared. Such 
indeed is the prevailing opinion in England concerning Ju- 
daism, which is not regarded as an abnormity and attacked as 
such, but on the same general grounds as form the battle-field 
with every thing deemed antichristian; employed only with the 
more earnestness, because a victory is deemed by the clergy 
the more important because of the close relationship in which 
the two churches stand historically. 

In the representatives of Jewish doctrine, especially. in 
the spiritual heads of the two communities, he Doctor 
sees men who discharge merely their avocations as coun- 
cillors in matters of conscience and church government, 
and as necessary agents in certain social rites, (as marriages, 
&e.) but who do not aspire to further influence than is 
due in some measure to their functions, and is partly con- 
ceded from feelings of piety. Therefore, they individually 
present no scale by which we can estimate or define the senti- 
ments or relations of the mass; though it cannot be denied, — 
that the pious deference for an octogenarian who has for half a 
century presided over the spiritual government, may have 
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sometimes been carried too far and to the obstruction of A pee 
cress suited to the times. But the less the impulse towards 
amelioration bas been felt by the spiritual guides (probably 
fom the attachment to some forms as hallowing in their ten- 
denev) the more have the civil leaders of the community, men 
selected for their intelligence and accomplishments, yielded _ 
the npulse. These have been conscious ot the inaptitu e 
of certam forms, especially inh public worship, and their 
opinions have already so tar prevailed that many excellent 
modifications have already been effected, notwithstanding the 
presumed indisposition towards them, of the spiritual head. 
The Doctor visited only the two principal synagogues. In 
both he found the previously neglected musical part of the ser- 
vice considerably improved, In the German congregation (still 
called German, from its original elements,) the choir, imtro- 


| 


duce d and encouraged by H, HH, Cohen, ksq., to whom the | 


community here are under great obligation, and under the 
charge of the reader Mr. Ascher,*- (an excellent tenor) had 
been so admirably trained, that Dr. J. felt, during the chaunt- 
Lg, powerfully impressed and edified. He coneludes this 


introductory article with all eXpression ot his conuviction, that 


the key was never 


| 


the study of the law: if thou persist in 
world to cg. rs hia trifle, I shall say that it 1s envy that 
refusing lest 1 should, by my act, purchase 


rompteth thee to refuse, | 
such sila to a portion in the life tocome.” ‘These remarks had 


the desired effect, for they induced ar to pores the git. 
in consideration for the feelings of his ogg , aoe 
on—the friends saw each other frequent as = it 
years, Kidlitz was taken ill and died. ge = a pon of 
duty, went to the house of the deceased to ta : an 7 og 
of his effects, a task, which in this case was t 10Ug Ae ea 
mere matter of form, as 1t was known that ina 
state of poverty. In the study of his deceased frien , pen 
found a chest, in which were deposited manuscripts, an such 
other things as were esteemed of value by the late possessor, 
So sacred did Eidlitz hold the contents of this chest, that 
(during his life-time) allowed out of his 
possession, Frankel, on searching this closet, discovered “1 
packet—hard and round ;—upon its being drawn forth, 1t was 
found to be a sealed bag, containing a considerable amount 


of money; to this bag, was attached a label, upon which were 


religious sentiment is by Lo means torpid here, but that it only | 
needs fitttay nourishment to blossom still more Ire shly and | 


vigorously,” 


The Doctor observes, in a note, that ‘* In order to prevent 


a false representation of the matter, he deems it incumbent on 
him to explain, that the London community yearns alter the 
living word, and consequently a private inquiry was made 
whether he would be disposed to preach a sermon in the 


English language on the following Sabbath, if a formal invita-_ 


tion were presented to him sufficiently early. 
a committee meeting was held, at which the invitation was 


lle states that 


resolved upon, but that the chief rabbi declined to confirm It, | 


partly, as he supposes, from an hostility to English lectures, 
and partly from a difference of views which may easily be 
accounted for.”’ We tuke the liberty fo pomt oul, that the 
learned Doctor is im error as to the Rabli's Seeling towards 


lectures in English; not only has the Ree. peeps himself Vicroria, by the Grace of God, of the United Kingdom ot 


preached in English, but he has encouraged others to do so, 


| 


* This scarcely renders justice to Mr. Mombach. 


CHARACTERISTIC ANECDOTE OF AN OLD RABBI. 


Towarps the middle of the last century, there lived at 
Prague, m Bohemia, the famous Rabbi Sarach Eidlitz. a man 
of deep intellect and profound conception; celebrated not only 
tor his learning in the sacred Scriptures, thé Talmud, and its 
commentaries, but also known to have devoted a portion of his 
genius to mathematical pursuits, as. his work Nswnn noxdy 
Art of Reckoning) has testified. According to the custom of 
the place, and the time in which he lived, he devoted himself 
exclusively to solitary study, or the gratuitous instruction of 
others; whilst his wife, (from a small shop which she kept) 
earned the scanty means of an humble subsistence. 

Midlitz, although aware of the abundant resources which his 
deep learnmg might open to him, yet declined receiving any 
remuneration for his services, as not consistent with the dictum 
of the sage NIMS “ Whoso misuses the crown 
will be cut off.” | 

[In the course of time, the circumstances of the learned man 
became still more reduced, so much so, that he was obliged to 
deprive himself of many of the comforts and frequently of some 
of the necessaries of life, . Notwithstanding the privations he 
endured, he resolutely concealed his state of poverty, lest its 
being known might be considered as a tacit claim for relief 
About this time, he one day received a visit from an old friend. 
Rabbi Isracl Frankel, principal of the Congregation of Prague. 
when, in the midst of confidential and familiar converse, Ei litz 
disclosed to his friend, his real position. Soon after when 
they again met, Frankel, in the most delicate manner offered 
Fidlitz a sum of money, which he most steadfastly refused to 
accept. Then said Frankel, “Thou knowest that God hath 
blessed me with wealth, but that in. consequence of my tem- 
poral position, I am prevented from acquiring the portion in the 


written these words :— 


‘© Deposited with me, by my friend Rabli Israel Frankel.” 


LICENCE TO 


SIR MOSES MONTEFIORE, 
TO BEAR AND USE CERTAIN SUPPORTERS TO HIS ARMORIAL 
ENSIGNS., 


We have pleasure in affording our readers the opportunity of 
perusing the following interesting letter, an attested copy of 
which we have obtained, according to promise. Its im- 
portance, in respect of the features pointed out in our last 
Number, cannot fail to strike the attention of all. 


“VICTORIA R., 


Great Britain and Lreland, Queen, Defender of the Faith, &c., to 
our right trusty and right entirely beloved Cousin and Councillor, 
Bernard Edward, Duke of Norfolk, Earl Marshal, and our 
Heredrtary Marshal of England, and Knight of our Most 
Noble Order of the Garter, greeting: Whereas it hath been 
represented unto us that our trusty and well-beloved Sir Moses 
Montefiore, of Grosvenor Gate, Park Lane, in the Parish of St. 
George, HanoverSquare, in our County of Middlesex, and of East 
Cliff Lodge, Ramsgate, in our County of Kent, Knight, Fellow 
of the Royal Society, and late Sheriff of London and Middlesex, 
in consequence of information having been received from the 
East that a number of Jews had been imprisoned and tortured 
at Damascus and at Rhodes, and that many children had been 
imprisoned and almost deprived of food, and several persons 
tortured till they died, under the plea of the Jews having 
assassinated a Priest called Father Tomasso, at Damascus: 


he had, in conformity to a voluntary offer made at a General — 


Meeting of the London Committee of Deputies of the British 
Jews and others, held on the 15th of June last, proceeded 
(accompanied by Lady Montefiore) to Alexandria, with the 
View of proving the falsity of the accusation, and of advocating 
the cause of his unfortunate and persecuted brethren, That he 


arrived at Alexandria in the beginning of August, and succeeded 
in obtaining from the Pasha of Egypt, Mehamid Ali, the 


5 
release with honor, of the persons accused, who had been 
confined, and permission for t 


hose who had fled to return to 
their homes ; he then proceeded to Constantinople, where he 
had an audience of the Sultan, Abdul Medjid, and obtained 


—— his Imperial Majesty, a Firman, proclaiming the innocence 
0 * ie Jews, and securing to all persons professing the Jewish 
religion, under the Turkish dominion, equal rights with their 


fellow subjects. We, taking the premises into our royal 
consideration, and being desirous of giving an especial mark 
of our Royal favour to the said Sir Moses Montefiore, in com- 
memoration of these, his unceasing exertions in behalf of his 
injured and persecuted brethren in the East, and the Jewish 
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their being affianced to each other, the bride and “Spe, bao 
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nation at large, have been gracivusly pleased to allow him to 
bear Supporters to his Arms, although the privilege of bearing 
Supporters be limited to the Peers of our Realm, the Knights 
of our Orders, and the Proxies of Princes of our Blood, at 
Installations, except in such cases wherein, under particular 
circumstances, Wr have been pleased to grant our Licence tor 
the use thereof. Know ye, therefore, that Wx, of our Princely 
Grace and Special Favour, have given and granted, and by these 
presents do give and grant unto him, the said Sir Moses 
Montefiore, our Royal Licence and permission that he may 
bear the following Supporters to his Family Arms, that Is to 
say, on the dexter side, a Lion guardant, and on the sinister 
side, a Stag, each supporting a Flagstaff, theretrom flowing a 
Banner to the dexter, inscribed ‘Jerusalem, in Hebrew 
characters. As the same are in the painting hereunto annexed 
more plainly depicted, the said Supporters. being first duly 
exemplified according to the Laws of Arms, and recorded in 


the Herald’s Office, otherwise, this ou licence and permission | time. the regret. to state there are now on the books no less than 
Our will and pleasure therefore | 


to be void and of none effect. 
is, that you, Bernard Edward, Duke of Nortolk, to whom the 
cognizance of matters of this nature doth properly belong, do 
require and command that this our concession and especial 
mark of Our Royal Favour be registered in our College of Arms, 
to the end that our Officers of Arms and all others upon 
occasion may take full notice and have knowledge thereof, and 
for so doing, this shall be your Warrant. | 

‘*Given at our Court at St. James's, this Twenty-fourth day 
of June, 1841, in the Fifth Year of our Reign. 


‘** By Her Majesty’s Command, 
(Signed, ) “ NORMANBY.” 

** Recorded in the College of Arms, London, pursuant to a 
Warrant from the Earl Marshal of England, this Thirtieth day 
of June, 1841. 

(Signed, ) ‘CHARLES GEORGE YOUNG.” 
York Herald and legister. 


THE SMYRNA JEWS. 


Tue public attention having been so much directed of late 
to the } ews of Smyrna, we have gleaned from the Annalen a 
few particulars concerning the congregation there, which 
may perhaps afford interest to our readers. They form the 
substance of a communication now six months old. The 
Jewish population is said to include, of both sexes and all 
ages, 10,000 (this is perhaps somewhat understated); there 
are nine synagogues, one hospital, and several py5nN. 

‘They employ themselves very generally in the study of the 
sacred writings, but the pursuit, having more of a religious 
than a scientific object, has not so protound a scope as that 
of the European Rabbins. The Hebrew is spoken from 
mere habit, without regard to grammatical correctness, and 


comparatively few are supposed to be able to write in that ' 
The myn school accommodates 200 boys of 


language. 
various ages. None have two wives, though not forbidden by 
the laws. Every youth is obliged to marry at eighteen years 
of age, whether he can earn a livelihood or not; the miseries 
consequent upon this regulation can be readily imagined. 
The wife is + aa for the son, with the assistance of a rabbi, 


and he is obliged to accept the wife chosen for him, without. 


any knowledge of her qualities; indeed, from the period of 


are not permitted even to meet.” 
custom of the East.) 

‘* The chief rabbi is chosen by the community, but the choice 
must be confirmed by the Sultan; he has unlimited power 
over his congregation, and can inflict such punishment for 
disobedience as he chooses. The language, employed for 
ordinary purposes, is a corrupted Spanish; but as their com- 
merce is with people of all states, many speak Greek, Turkish, 


(This is only the ordinary 


Italian, and even French and English, but scarcely one is 


correctly spoken. ‘The two latter nae coy be are confined to 
the lowest classes, and are acquired by their communication 
with the sailors of those nations.” 
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‘About 200 families are exclusively employed in the study 
of the laws, and are maintained by the rest of the community, 
The rabbins have so scanty an income, as scareely to be able 
to maintain their families, and are not so active as to prevent 
the existence of gross superstitions among their flock.” 

‘** The Jews have the same privileges as are enjoyed by those 
of other creeds; but the circumstances in which they are 
morally and physically placed, do not dispose them to avail 
themselves of those advantages.” 


MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. | 
JEWS’ INFANT SCHOOL, 


(Communicated.)—* In your former number, you gave an in- 


teresting account of the opening of this establishment: there 
are now 160 children ‘in the school, almost as great a number 
as it will accommodate; T have the pleasure, and at the same 


eighty applications for admission; I am pleased at this, because 
it shows that the poor fully appreciate the advantages of Infant 
Education; I regret it, because the want thus unequivocally. ex- 
pressed carinot fully be satislied, but while the former feeling is 
unmixed with alloy, the latter is not without its consolation. 
Applications have been made by several intelligent young 
women of our faith, of good education and respectable parentage, 
to be permitted to attend the school for the purpose of learning 
the system of Infant Edueation, and no doubt can be enter- 
tained that their request will be complied with. Thus, in all 
probability, and in process of time, the system‘will be intro- 
duced into other neighbourhoods, and thus we may hope that 
individual zeal and energy will assist in the great work which 
has been so wisely and so auspiciously commenced.” 


Tuk Orrice oF Preacner.—A correspondent informs us that 
the Vestry of the Great Synagogue have finally declared the fol- 
lowing to be the requisites of a qualification for the oflice of 
preacher to that congregation:—Testimonials of moral and re- 
ligious aptitude—Hebrew acquirements—Talmudic research 


| —a familiar acquaintance with English literature, and suitable 


oratorical capabilities. An examination under any of these 
heads, if deemed essential, is to be submitted to. It is gene- 
rally believed, that a certain popular provincial preacher will 
receive this appointment. : 

As we know that our periodical is transmitted to the Conti-— 
nent, we take the opportunity to express our conviction that 
before long, several of the English congregations will be adver- 
tising for preachers, without any reasonable expectation of find- 
ing parties duly qualified in this country. We are assured that 
there are many gifted students among our foreign brethren, tor 
whom such oflices would open a career of usefulness and pre- 
ferment. We give the hint that the needful attention may be 
devoted to the acquisition of an English style. 


The Conflagration at Smyrna.—From Yalmouth we learn, 
that the subscription raised there on behalf of the sufferers by 
this calamity was due in a great measure to the appeal contained 
‘in our columns, We have also to acknowledge the receipt of 
the following aniounts through Messrs. Wertheimer, & Co. 

‘For poor Jews at Smyrna, sufferers by the late fire.” 

Miss Rebecca Tindall, Searboro, 1/.; Mr. J. E. Howard, 
Tottenham, 17. | | 

These contributions have been paid, as directed, “ to the 
proper Jewish authorities appointed to receive subscriptions for 
this purpose, as mentioned in the Voice of Jacob.” At the 
same time we are authorised to announce that arrangements 
have been made by which the Jewish subscriptions, though 
raised specially, will be thrown into the general collection 
from all nations and ereeds, to be placed at the disposal ot 
“the Committee of Succour” at Smyrna. The only stipulation 
being, that the heads of the Jewish community there * upon 
‘this committee, and that there be no discrimination as to creed 
in the manner of distribution, This is as it should be; Jewish 


charity kvows no limit, but that of the means given to our 
stewardship; and our most virulent detractors have admitted, 
that even when most oppressed, and though always endeavour- 
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ing to maintain alone the burdens of our own destitute thou- | 
sands, neither the heart nor band has ever been | 
closed to the woes or wants of our neighbours. | 

In pursuance of the united plan, Sir M. Montefiore and Baron | 
de Rothschild have joined the London General Committee in 
aid of the Smyrna sufferers, and Philp Lucas, Esq. lends his 
co-operation at Manchester. 


SYRIA AND CONVERSION ? 


A meeting was recently held at the Thatched House | 
Tavern, under the presidency of the Hon. Mr, Cowper, | 


for the purpose of determming upon the propriety of sending | 


medical men of acknowledged prety, to the coast of Syria. If 
the main object of this project be philanthropy, at least the | 
collateral one is the extension of Christianity. In any measure | 
which oar own body may be compelled to adopt, in order to | 
vive eflect to its benevolent designs towards our Eastern 
brethren, it must not be lost sight of, that the respect paid in 
the East to the medical man, makes him the most eligible | 
iustrument that can be employed for the amelioration of their | 
condition. | 

Since the above was written, we see an announcement that, 
‘the Rev. Mr. Alexander has been ordained Protestant Bishop 
of Jerusalem!” and that an eminent physician has been ap- 
poimted chef of the medical departinent of the = Bishop's house- | 
hold!’ It is not our purpose to meddle with the contentions 
now so general, as to be taken up by the daily press, concern- 
ing which church possesses the only true Christianity, or what | 


is most expedient for Protestant interests; we cannot 
hope to disentangle the Gordian knot, and have no desire to | 
eut it, 

We only note - that,  certam religious socicties hare been 
consulted,” and that much stress is kad upon the acquisition of | 
a concerted Jew tor the foreign see; we observe also, that | 
powertul potentates have united to maintain the projected | 
establishment. Looking at this significant combination of 
circumstances, and to the questionable expedients for apos- 
tatizing, in which piety, misdirected though respectable, has | 
permitted immense sums of money to be squandered for many 
years past; we do venture to -hope, that some, who love the — 
straight forward course and have the power to serve it, will | 
stipulate that the proposed establishment,” do not become an | 


hospital, in which * the poor ignorant Jew” shall have ad-. 
vantage taken of his prostrate energies ; neither a dispensary nor | 
a protectorate, by means of which, the holiest offices of hu- | 
manity shall be made subservient to ulterior objects; nor a | 
snare for the confidence of poor parents, where ‘ the rudi- | 
ments of general education for their children,” and “ to | 
quality for enquiry” shall mean, innoculation with a stran- | 
gers creed. need not travel to Jerusalem to prove such | 
things possible. We might ask a question as to the expediency _ 
or rg kg of the Christian secking to destroy all vestige | 
of his “elder brother,” by causing the whole family of Israel. 
to merge into Christendom. But we are reminded that the. 
question is too comprehensive for the title at the head of this 
article. 

At some future. time we may bring sound, orthodox 
Christian opinion to bear tags 6 enquiry whether these 
pursuits are justifiable, for it has been said, that in the 
of the Jew is advanced the 
vest, if not the only unbroken evidence 
1 evidence, which now remains of 

Looking at the line of argument adopted by the 
especially by the Sunday Times, of the 24th October 
policy of sending a os to Syria, it a 
though the political influence of Great 
some representative in those countries, ye 
force upon its inhabitants a new Episcopa 
another firebrand into districts already sufficiently distracted 
The Times during the past week has argued, with its usual 
pevets that this attempt must not only defeat its own objects 
yut inevitably strengthen a certain influence, antagonist to 
them, Then may we not appeal as Englishmen to our govern- 
iment to take the poor persecuted Jews of Syria, as Jews, under | 


press, 
on the 
pears manifest that 
sritain may require 
t that the attempt to 
cy, would be to cast 


| another column) records. 


against war, its crimes, and its retributions. 
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its protection. To British sympathy = 
triumph of humanity and justice, a er Majesty Ae 
owever powerful are 
ritish arms, the proudest elements of our national Cay 
are our commercial relations; then what prac 
and at the same time so consistent with British policy, ra 
employ that people, who, even into this country “ep as the 
recursors of commercial prosperity, aS the agents for esta- 
blishing those commercial relations, which, by the er ew 
dependence which they create, are the strongest bulwarks 
"The Jews, as Jews, have already a status in Syria, the home 
of their fathers, the haven of their future hope : the Jews of 
England have capital, enterprise, and patriotism; and rae 
it 1s not generally known, a scheme for colonizing their 
brethren in Syria, is even now exciting their attention, could 
but the elements of European protection be included, and 
those of unscrupulous conversion excluded, 


~ 


FOREIGN AND COLONIAL INTELLIGENCE. . 


Sydney, Australia.—In consequence of a number of those 


persons in the owe who profess to follow up the Jewish 


ritual, having been hitherto deprived of the advantages of 


public worship, a committee was elected some months ago, for 
the purpose of getting a place of worship erected, and an ap- 
plication was made to his excellency to grant a site for the 
erection of a synagogue, which was complied with. Upwards 


of 3.0001. has since then been subscribed towards defraying 


‘the expenses of the building. The committee have felt them- 


selves so much indebted to Mr. D. Poole, solicitor, for his 
assistance, that they have forwarded a letter of thanks to that 


gentleman, to which he has made a very suitable response. 
Subscriptions are in progress for a handsome silver salver, to be 


presented to Mr. Poole, in acknowledgment of his services. 


Miilhausen.—A Christian correspondent communicates to the 
‘* Juden-Zeitung,” that, on the 6th August last, he was present 


_at the interesting ceremony of consecrating the New Synagogue 


in this town. The seats reserved for Christian visitors were 


more than crowded by the municipal authorities and other in- 
-fluential inhabitants—the clergy only being absent, having been. 


reminded of a diocesan edict of 1822, forbidding their presence 


on such oceasions., The music was very effective, under the 
direction of Herr Moller; but the greatest impression was made 


by the sermon of Dr. Cohn, on the text, Psalms xxvi. 8. He 
appropriately explained that public worship induced—1. grati- 
tude to the Creator.—2. the inculcation of religious principles. 


—3. the exercise of these influences on the conduct of our - 


whole lives. 


The highest compliment paid to the sermon of the Rev. 


Doctor was, the request of his Christian auditory, that it 
should be printed, ‘Dr. Cohn is the same gentleman, who, in 
conjunction with the Elders, has effected many improvements 
in the conduct of the synagogue service, as the chaunting of the 
1ymns, the recitation of the psalms by the reader and congrega- 
tion in alternate verses, the suppression of the loud ejaculation 
of certain portions of the Liturgy, and of all interpolations which 
previously disturbed the devotion suitable to the place. 

A sum of between 3000 and 4000 thalers was expended on 
the erection: a large sum for that community ; asides which, 
they gave a dinner to their own poor, and to forty-two needy 
Christians—winding up the festival with a banquet and a ball. 

Hanover, \9th August.—Under this date the German papers 
announce that the King has proposed to the States, to con- 
sider a new means of raising from the Jews the sum of 4144 
dollars 19 gro., which revenue would be jeopardised by modi- 
fication of existing restrictions. The modifications. which 
with this provision, is at the same time submitted to the deli- 


-_beration of the States, are the following :— 


The abolition of restrictions founded on ci 
f re circumstances 
exist, the same can be done without 


The admission of all Jews, excepting SCHACHERER ( pedlars), 


to such of the common privileges of the like classes, as can be 


consistent. 
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The prevention of such pursuits (ScHACHER) by the Jews, as 


far as may be practicable. 


The devising of means for thew moral, religious, and intel- 
lectual cultivation. 

These proposals are accompanied by the statement of rea- 
sons for not admitting the Jews to equal rights with their 
fellow citizens, which the German papers shew to be founded 
on false premises, pas’: also some severe strictures upon 
the greater anxiety dis, yed for the few dollars (about 6007.) 
than for the administrativu of justice. 


Leipsic, Sept. \6th—M. Sulzer, a merchant of the Jewish 
yersuasion, of Offenbach, is appointed Consul for the Grand 
Duchy of Hesse. It is the first instance of a Jew being 
Consul in Saxony. 


Prussia.—The Orient informs us, that the Prussian Minis- 
terial-blatt, No. 8, 1841, publishes a new interpretation of the 
edict of the late king, whereby the Jews were forbidden to have 
Christian names. By this interpretation, the Grand Duchy 
of Posen is excepted altogether from the operation of the edict, 
on the ground that it was not originaily addressed to that province. 
And ‘so far as the other provinces are concerned, it is now ex- 
plained, to prohibit only names having direct reference to 
Christianity—as Christopher, Baptist, Anastasius, and the like. 

Ry a Prussian cabinet order, of the 29th of April, 1835, the 
office of Arbitrator was declared to be a state appointment, 
the operation of which order was to declare a Jew ineligible 
to the cffice. Notwithstanding that this order is unrepealed, 
a Belobungsschreiben (decree of approbation) has been ad- 
dressed to Joseph Joseph, a Jewish merchant of Beibitz, by 
the government, acknowledging the zeal and discretion with 
which he has exercised the duties of this office. ‘The provin- 
cial report of Késlin, gives 1856 causes decided by 145 
arbitrators in 1839, which would give an average of 12.8 
Of these, however, Herr Joseph decided 269, and 
no other arbitrator decided 200. [From these circumstances 


we not only learn the confidence placed by litigants in the 


sagacity and justice of our co-religionist, but that the pre- 
sent King of Prussia is disposed to give a more liberal con- 
struction to the exclusive decrees of his predecessor. —E piv. | 


Breslau.—The Juden-zeitung and Orient, both observe upon 
the refusal of the recognised merchants of this city to admit 
any participation by the Jewish merchants, in the loyal 
demonstrations about to be made by the general mercantile 
body, on the expected visit of the King of Prussia to Breslau. 
After much difficulty, it is reported to have been reluctantly 
conceded, that twelve Jews only out of the whole number 
shall take part on the occasion, but even they are to be selected 
and invited by the Christian merchants. 


| This piece of illiberality is only another offshoot of the intolerance of. 
It appears that of the 553 | 


the, 212 recognised merchants of Breslau. 
unrecognised merchants of this city, 304 are Jews; these have frequently 
obtained the government remonstrance at the wholesale exclusion of 
members of their creed from the Berlin Exchange. The authority of 
the government has always hitherto been evaded by the declaration that 
the so considered Exchange is only a Ressource local or club for entertain- 
ment, and though it is not denied that business is transacted there, it is 
pretended to be so, incidentally only. It is truly revolting to be assured 
that these pretences are only a flimsy veil for the hatred or envy excited 
by the rapid strides of the Breslau Jews in commercial eminence, in 


literary excellence, and in the general esteem of the more liberal Prussian 
government.—Epit. 


PERSECUTION OF THE JEWS IN THE LEVANT. 


Malta Times, Sept. 5, 1841. 

_ Wits the exception of a late case of persecution of the Jews 
in Smyrna, which was very promptly exposed and reprobated 
by the Manzari Shark, and an attempt to revive the calumnies 
of the Damascus affair, a few months ago, the abominable and 
inhuman feeling of persecution has become extinct. All the 
friends of humanity will rejoice in this modern victory over 
that dark spirit which reared its hydra head with such terrible 
consequences during the middle ages. 

When this spirit of persecution declared itself in the Levant 
we immediately assailed it, for which we have received the re- 
ward of all those who protect the innocent against calumny 
and the righteous against the wicked. 
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‘* The London Committee of Deputies of the British Jews” 
have honoured us by addressing to us a letter of the oth 
instant, containing the following words :— 

‘*T am desired by the Board to express to you their grateful 
acknowledgments for your kind advocacy of the suffering 
Jews of Damascus and Rhodes, and for the valuable services 
which you have rendered to the cause of truth and humanity. 

“They feel assured that you will not cease to entertain the 
same generous feelings, and that you will vigilantly observe 
and expose any future attempts, should any be made, to 
oppress or calumniate the Eastern Jews.”’ 

Ve can assure the British Jews of London that they may 
rely confidently upon our vigilance to watch, and our determ!- 
nation to attack, the first symptoms of returning persecution, 
aud we shall close our observations with reminding them that 
we have an able co-advocate in the good cause, In our 
contemporary the Manzari Shark. 


STATISTICS OF JEWISH CHARITIES. 


We have to express our acknowledgments to Mr. Drach, tor 
the first of the statistical papers which he has consented to 
draw up at our request. ‘The paper before us 1s a laborious 
summary, from the reports and ledgers of the pty ay (the 
Jews’ Hospital), trom 1807 to 1840; giving all details, even 
the minutest, in a tabular form. We already see proof, that 
useful suggestions will result from these investigations, but in 
order to remove the slightest grounds for misconception, we 


| announce our proposed course of proceeding, at once. When the 


great bulk of our charities, &c. shall have been enquired into, 
our policy will not be to pubhsh, but in the first place, either 
to obtain an aggregate meeting of their officers, or a special. 
meeting of the Board of Deputies, for the consideration of the 


official experience admirably qualifies him for the work. 


data, so collected and prepared. We have, with much satis- 
faction, enlisted for the enquiry another gentleman, whose 
We 
hope that others will offer their services, in an undertaking at 
once so useful and so laborious; and that the managers of 
every charity will facilitate the enquiry, by all the means at 
their disposal. In our first number, we invited the several 


secretaries to send in series of reports, &c., and now repeat the 
invitation, 


THE MESSIAH. 


Our opening address contained the following passage :— 

‘* That perverted constructions of Scripture are sought to be 
forced upon the less informed of our brethren, is a matter of 
daily observation. Have we not found the poor and ignorant 
cajoled into intrusting their infants to persons specially em- 
ployed to engraft hostility towards the Jewish religion on their 
tender minds? In short, are we not constantly assailed on all 
sides by those who hold themselves conscientiously justified in 
resorting to the most unscrupulous expedients, in order to lead 
us from the faith of our fathers? Are we not then imperatively 
called upon to shew to our brethren what is the truth? This 
defence we can, and ought to employ, without attacking the 
religion of our assailants, for such is neither our duty nor our 
interest.”’ 

On this all-important topic of the Jewish Messiah, concerning 
which so much of misconception and sea eT exist, we 
propose to give a series of extracts from ‘* Discourses Argu- 
mentative and Devotional on the subject of the Jewish Religion, 
delivered at the Synagogue Mikveh Israel, in Philadelphia, 
in the years 5590—5597, by Isaac Leeser, Minister of that 
Congregation, published at Philadelphia, 5597.”’ (January, 
1837). Some apology is perhaps due to the rev. author, for 
the considerable and somewhat straggling incursions it may be 
needful to make upon a domain which he has so usefully occu- — 
pied. We found our assumpt.on of his approving the appropri- 
ation, upon the spirit of unaffected piety which pervades the 
work, and upon the confidence it inspires in his disposition to 


aid a fellow-labourer, however humble, in the same vineyard. 


A redundancy of matter compels us to postpone the Extracts 
toa future number. | 
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an ag reeable task. 


_ admission that we shall share the task 


NEW WORKS. 


We have before us the first number of the translation of the 
Bible. by the Rev. D. A. De Sola; I. L. Lindenthal, and the 
Rev. Morris J. Raphall. <A work like -this cannot but ee 
the investigation of criticism, the more especially as edited by 
gentlemen whose recognised erudition warralits high ep a 
tions. The importance which we ascribe to such an under- 
taking determines us to postpone our review until the publica- 
tion of a few more numbers shall have afforded a larger 
and firmer basis for our opimions. We are nevertheless pre- 
pared to allow, that if this laborious work be continued in the 
manner in which it is begun, criticism will be an easy as well as 


point, from an opimion quoted in the number betore us, but 


desire that our remarks may be regarded, rather as an indica- | 
tion of the attention we have devoted to perusal of the work | 


than as a deliberate review.—Genesis 1. 2. comment, ‘ Jen 


from WN to negate, as in Gen. xxii. 16, Arama.” We do 
not think this derivation justified by analogy. : 
resemblance, m appearance only, of a language In two words 
which may not correspond in sound, 1s not sufficient to prove 
a derivation from other. This assumption of Arama 18 
the less admissible, when we consider that this resemblance 1s 
founded upon the scientific investigations of modern times, by 
which alone’ darkness is determined to be the mere absence of 
light. And could we even admit that the two words have 
some relationship to each other, an opposite conclusion would 


still be inevitable, for the concrete expression, JE’ darkness, 
certainly must have preceded the abstract One of negation ; 


consequently, 75 would be derived from JF". Moreover, the 
inference is founded upon the observation, that in the Hebrew, 
similar ideas are expressed by similarly sounding words, as, 
for instance, 999 Aw. Now, as there are 
so many roots m which » and j» enter, had these letters 
sounded as similarly to the ears ot the old Hebrews as to our 
own, then certainly we should be able to adduce a propor- 
tionate number of words in which those letters make part, the 
meaning being analogous, though the letters are different; but 
this is certainly not the case, as 1s known to every scholar. 
The same remark applies also to verse 8, where sine is derived 
from pw to place. We regard this as a mere imadvertence, 
because, this word is, in the comment on verse 1, with more 
justice derived from the Arabic, samaa, to be high, a 
signification lost in the Hebrew, but preserved in the sister 
dialect. From a Correspondent. ) | 


Among .the new publications on Jewish subjects, which are 
issuing from the German press, the following are represented 
to us as the most seibidtiabie :-—Continuation (after a very long 
interval) of ** The Scientific Periodical for Jewish Theology, 
edited by Dr. Abraham Geiger, Rabbin in Breslau,” and 


-* Landau’s splendid edition of the Babylonish Talmud, in the 


octavo form, with several valua 


ble additions and illustrations 
not previously published.” 


We call attention to an interesting notice in our adver- 
tising columns, of an intended publication, on the History 
of Religious Poetry, from the close of the Talmud to the present 
time, with Hebrew illustrations and a German translation. 
The author is already favourably known by his accomplishments 
in the literature of our people. A more extended prospectus 
before us states, that ‘ the projected work is to contain 
specimens, by more than 200 poets, ot whom, even the names 


of many may be sought in vain, in Bartolozzi, Wolf, and 
De Rossi.” 


NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
We have received several offers of liter 
direct and indirect ; we accept them th 


ary assistance both 
ankfully, with the candid 
te task of selection with gentle- 
While we shall not shrink from 
and tendency of all which | 
ns, we shall not alone be | 


men of taste and judgment. 


our responsibility for the character 
may be admitted into’ our colum 


THE VOICE OF JACOB. 


We venture to dissent, on a philological | 


The accidental | 


answerable for the after all not 
dune to a want of merit in the arte es d 
2 frog tasumrs notices of the Jews in Sydney reached us 


too late for this number. 


Ohserver’ not desirable. 
Be. abel letter is still unavoidably postponed, as are 


other communications not urgent. 


- 


ADVERTISEMENTS received by the wid 
“and: charge oderate 8 
Agents, and charged on the most m 


publications. 


~ 


dol ; ‘le on $u erior royal aper, 
‘TINHE HEBREW AND ENGLISH HOLY BIBLE. The 
| Hebrew is reprinted from the Text ot H EIDENH , | he 
English version compared with the original and carefu y revised 
by the late Sopomon BENNETT, Author of The Molten Sea, 
“The Temple of Ezekiel,” &c. &c. The Hebrew Text revised 
and corrected by Mr. H. A. Henry, Head Master of the Jews 
Free School, and the Work is Edited by Francis Banna, Esq, 
Editor of Collier’s ‘* Ecclesiastical History.” ** Adamus Exul ot 
: 2 gone’ Mis Printed for the Family of the late Solomon Bennett, 
26, Villiers’ Street, Strand ; sold also by Straker, West Strand ; 
Valentine, Houndsditch; and J. Wertheimer and Co., Circus 
ace, Finsbury Circus. 

tae Boon or Genesis, with Notes, may shortly be had 
complete in Three Parts, Price 2s. 6d. each, or in ‘T en Weekly 
Nos., or the whole complete at 7s. 6d. The public will thus 
be enabled to form an exact estimate of the extent and cost of 
the whole Work. 


4 GOVERNESS of the Jewish Faith is wanted in a re- 
£& spectable Family, to take entire charge of Two young 
Gentlemen, and superintend the preparation of their lessons 
for their Masters. Applications to be addressed M., at the 


Printers of the Voice of Jacob, stating qualifications, and 
references. 


Prospectus of a New Work to be Published in Germany, and to be entitled 
IE GESCHICHTE DER RELIGIOSEN POESIE, 
vom Schlusse des Talmuds bis auf die neuere Zeit 
herab, mit hebraischen Beilagen und deutschen Ubersctzungen. 
By Leopold Dukes. 
| 


The Hebrew specimens will be quoted from Pietanim, of 
both the German and Spanish schools, and also ofthe Caraite Sect. 
They will be extracted either from unpublished manuscripts, 
or trom printed books almost as rare as the manuscripts 
themselves. The biography of these Hebrew Hymnologists 


heads :— | 

1. An Historical Review of the Religious Poetry of the Jews 
up to the time of the Talmud. 

2. All the Prayers contained in the Talmud. 

3. The Origin of the Piutim, properly so called (Festival 
Prayers). | 

4. The influences external and internal, which have affected 
the origin and development of the Piutim. 

®. Their influence upon the Literature and Sentiments 
of the Jews. Parallels between the Poets of the German 
Hebrew, and Spanish Hebrew Schools. 

6. On the different species of Religious Poetry. 


4. Descriptions of various Collections of Prayers and Rituals, 
with critical bibliographic annotations. 


The Work will contain forty sheets, and the Price to 
Subscribers will not exceed Six Shillings. 


In order to facilitate the Publication it will appear in 
numbers, and a copious index will be furnished at the end. 


Orders for the Work to be addressed A. B., care of the 
Publisher's of the Voice of Jacob. 
London : Printed by E, Varty, 27, Camomile Street, Bishopsgate : and 
atentine, Houndsditch; Bowyer, J], City Road: 
Richmond Buildings, Dean Street, Soh 29 


will be given. The introduction will contain the following 
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